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ARTICULARLY KNOWN for his ground-
P breakingand influential work in Tibetan
studies, Matthew Kapstein is a true poly-
math in Buddhist and Asian studies more
generally; possessing unsurpassed knowl-
edge of Tibetan culture and civilization,
he is also deeply grounded in Sanskrit and
Indology. and his highly accomplished work
in these cultural and civilizational areas has
exemplified a whole range of disciplinary
perspectives.

Reflecting something of the astonish-
ing range of Matthew Kapstein’s work and
interests, this collection of essays pays trib-
ute to a luminary in the field by exemplify-
ing some of the diverse work in Buddhist
and Asian studies that has been impacted
by his scholarship and teaching. Engaging
matters as diverse as the legal foundations
of Tibetan religious thought, the teaching
careers of modern Chinese Buddhists, the
history of Bhutan, and the hermeneutical
insights of Vasubandhu, these essays by stu-
dents and colleagues of Matthew Kapstein
are offered as testament to a singular scholar
and teacher whose wide-ranging work is
unified by a rare intellectual selflessness.
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Preface

HIS VOLUME OF ESSAYS in Buddhist and Tibetan Studies celebrates

the contributions and influence of Matthew Kapstein on the occa-
sion of his seventieth birthday.
Columbia University (1989-96)
present)

In the course of a career of teaching at
, the University of Chicago (1986-89, 1996
, and the Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes in Paris (2002-18), Mat-
thew Kapstein has been a prolific intellectual historian of Tibetan civilization
and a philosophically inclined scholar of Indian and Tibetan traditions of
thought, and his scholarship and teaching have influenced a generation or
two of scholars in religious studies, art history, philosophy, and other dis-
ciplines, particularly as they pertain to Indology, Tibetology, and Buddhist
studies. The essays included herein were solicited specifically for this volume,
and all therefore represent original contributions written particularly by way
of honoring Matthew’s considerable role in the intellectual lives of the con-
tributors, all of whom have variously been students, collaborators, and/or col-
leagues of his.

These disciplinarily various essays in Tibetan and Buddhist studies reflect
something of the intellectually wide-ranging character of Matthew’s own
scholarship and teaching, which is also reflected in the four different books
by Matthew that have lent their titles to this volume’s parts. Part 1 takes its
title from The Tibetan Assimilation of Buddhism: Conversion, Contestation,
and Memory (Oxford University Press, 2000), an erudite rr’xonograph com-
prising case studies in the historical development of Tibet’s broad domain
of religious thought. Part 2 is titled after The Tibetan.s (Blackwe.ll, 2006),
which, despite its concise title, represents a I}lagisterla‘l .syntl}csxs.cc?m.})a—
rable in scope and significance to R. A. Stein’s 1962 Civilisation tzbet‘u‘ne.
Part 3 takes its name from 7he Rise of Wisdom JVI.oon,-an clcg-fmt translation
(for the Clay Sanskrit Library, 2009) of a Sansl'crlt Ph‘los?Ph‘C"‘l Pl"?’ b).’ t‘hf
eleventh-century Vedantin Krsnamiéra. Part 4 is named att.cr Reason’s 73\;1;5.
Identity and Interpretation in Indian and Tibetan Bu.da’/mt ﬂ)ougi};lt ( Wis-
dom Publications, 2001), a widely Q‘PPW_‘:i?‘th collc.cuon (l’f cslsays(;. ?:) :S‘C;'f
sively engage a broad range of the sophisticated philosophical tradic
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India and Tibet. The thematically and methodologically various contribu-
tions to this volume are grouped according to the one among these works by
Matthew to which they most nearly correspond; however, it is in the nature of
the case, given the breadth of Matthew’s own scholarly work as well as the dif-
fering North American and European contexts in which he has influenced so
many different students and colleagues, that much of the work herein resists
such straightforward characterization. Nonetheless, it is reasonable to hope
that everyone who has admired any of Matthew’s work will find in the pres-
ent volume something of the thematic interests and scholarly virtues that
inspired their admiration.

In addition to thankingall of the contributors for their timely provision

of scholarly essays befitting Matthew’s influence (and also for their patience
with our editorial predilections), the editors would like to thank the two
anonymous referees who read the manuscript for Wisdom Publications for
their close attention and helpful comments. The editors would also partic-
ularly like to thank David Kittelstrom, editor extraordinaire, whose care-
ful and thoughtful work on this volume are typical of a career dedicated
to ensuring the consistently high quality of books from Wisdom Publica-
tions. The editors would also like, finally, to note the untimely passing of
one of the most noted contributors to the volume: the University of Chica-
go’s Steven Collins, a world-renowned scholar of Pali Buddhism (and long-
time colleague to Matthew) who died in February of 2018. Happily for us,
Steve had already by then submitted his contribution, well in advance of the
original due date for contributors; we are, then, fortunate in being able to
include an essay—“What Is Buddhist Wisdom?”—that affords a glimpse of
Steve’s last book, which he had finished shortly before his untimely passing,
and which is to be posthumously published by Columbia University Press
as Civilization, Wisdom, Practices of Self- Theravida Buddbism Seen Anew.
While the present collection of essays is by way of honoring the scholarly
contributions of Matthew Kapstein, we would like to dedicate any further
merit to the continued flourishing of the clarity of thought typical not
only of Matthew but also of Steven Collins; the world is surely much in
need of it. As for the proceeds, royalties from this volume will be donated
to Karuna-Shechen (karuna—shcchen.org), which does important work in
a part of the world much loved by Matthew.

A Note on Transliteration and Phonetics

In. hopes- of ameliorating the alienating effect of Tibetan orthography on non-
Tibetanists, select common words have been rendered phonetically through-
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out this volume: Lhasa, Dergé, thangka, Nyingma, Kadam, Kagyii, Sakya,
Geluk, Jonang, Bén, U, Tsang, Kham, Amdo, Kangyur, Tengyur, Dalai Lama,
Panchen Lama, and Karmapa. Within each essay, recurrently used Tibetan
names and terms are also rendered phonetically, with Wylie transliteration
supplied on the first usage. In the interest of precision for the specialist reader,
however, all other Tibetan is rendered in Wylie transliteration, with words
capitalized according to initial letter rather than root letter.
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the country, and the voracious markets for religious antiquities in the West
and the Far East have led to increased commodification of religious antiques,
including books. Thieves hunting for religious treasures have broken open
almost all the stiipas in the country, many of which had been left vulnerable
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cultural heartlands empty and unprotected. (See plate 4)
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Holiness Penor Rinpoché (pad nor rin po cbe)r We halted a; erngtcng Mor
y, where His Holiness conducted a Rubhc ccr'er}?(.)ny 1o vte; ten' thotd
people, and visited the monastic library with its elegant Knysng g

d Gangteng Tulku to allow me to photo.
graph them, but as [ expected, he replied with a vague “1;10” ani poliite S;nile'
Although he understood the virtues of documenting such rare boo sand the
use academic scholars cou Id make of the photos, he was unsure about the over-

all benefit of such reproduction.

His response betrayed the influence of the
ated with traditional restrictions on esoteric knowl
ditional lamas, and the general cultural protectionism that the Bhutanese

ate strongly enforced.? There was understandably a felt worry among lamas

that sacred texts may be “disturbed” by the act of photography and that, once
in digital form, their sanctity would diminish through wide and easy replica-
tion, rendering inapplicable the restrictions traditionally imposed on access
to the esoteric content of books such as the Rnying ma rgyud bum, which fall
within the highest category of Buddhist tantric teachings.’

Less evident perhaps was also the concern that such malleable and repro-
ducible formats as digital images may undermine the unique ownership of the
texts and the socio-religious legitimacy and authority they held. Moreover,
he was also aware of the problematic and often controversial nature of the
academic study of such sacred texts, as critical scientific analyses carried out
by academics and their conclusions often contravened long-held traditional
beliefs and stories about the texts and their applications.

I was fully aware of such cultural sensitivities and religious agendas but
keen to play the game correctly, with investment of time and effort. So I per-
sisted with my requests in the following months, giving all the good reasons
I could think of. After a long test of persuasion and endurance that lasted
months, I managed to win his consent to document the Rnying ma rgyud
"bum collections. My association with prominent religious masters such as
Penor Rinpoché, then the head of the Nyingma order, and my own stature

among the monastic communities as an author no doubt helped my dogged
determination.

aster

sand
rgyud *hum manuscripts. I requeste

religious conservatism associ-

edge typically held by tra-

St

2. A few we : . J 5 repri g airs f
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ally known as the “open proclamation of secrets”

Vajrayana Buddhist practice is to refr

people who have not been initiated,

antric samaya precepts gener-
: (gsang bsgrags). One root precept of esoteric
ain from divulging the secret teachings and practices to
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During this time, I had not only to charge the computer fully but also to cre-
ate backup CDs. The scarcity of electricity taught me how to run my computer

Y to photg

ng meals.

power efficiently and at times also seriously obstructed the photography, as T
ran out of computer power to download the images from the camera cards.
Worse, the power from the generator was not strong enough to recharge the
camera battery. I tried to use another generator in the village that its owner
kindly lent to me, carrying it on my back to the monastery, but unfortunately
it could not recharge the batteries cither. Thus, when all batteries were empty, 1
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When we finished the photography of the entire collection of manuscripts in
Gangteng, there was 1,476GB of data comprising over 284,300 images of some
500 volumes of texts. The images were produced in duplicate copies of jpegand
raw formats, each with the size of roughly 2MB and 7MB respectively. The
jpeg files are good for easy access and distribution. Although the file size is not
large, the quality of the images is enough for reading purposes while being eas-
ily transferable. Raw images on the other hand are in a proprietary format and
thus require specific software to open them. However, they retain the maxi-
mum data captured by the camera and allow shooting parameters to be changed
even after the photo is taken. Using the proprietary soft

converted into other formats such as tiff and jpeg of var
This short description of m

ious cultural, logistical, and
fully digitizing an archiva) co

ware, these files can be
ying capacities.

y initial foray into digitization captures the var
technological challenges one faces in success-
llection. The firs¢ challenge, obviously, is to find

Was of immenge
The lack of informatio

help.
el iy ical
femoteness of the tcmplesn 811 tl,]e collection is made worse by the physicd
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he teamm had to break to proceed with the proje v
Once on site, the temple heads are often ject,
are, they are unwilling to grant it due tootth‘“_ol;nd to
eir lack 0

way

8Ive access, and if

they i
" Jocumentation fear of extr: f
dlglml : : trawork, and a genera| knOWledgc e
alcultural conservatis
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Wwhile enhanced mobile connectivity has helped
. o o e
nission and support, my own conneCtionpt ;each
s ot P O the

-jal backing fr: m
official L : ng from the Departure of Cultur
helped us gain access to most archives. Thank ¢ and Central Monastic
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benefits of cultural documentation, and also to re growing awareness
commendatj

tions from

ccess to collections has

people to seek prior

herl
onastic world as wel|

as the

Body
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archive owners who have benefited from our work. 4
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now become much easier.

The next challenge, after obtaining permission, i
for the photography. Temple interiors are mostly d’alrsk to flnd a suitable space
side have poor or no protection against direct sun and’vy je most places out-
right lighting condition is crucial as digital cameras wcreln : e
ners. Digital photography is indeed the most effective andu;e lnstc?ad o
to Prescrvation under the circumstances prevailing in Bh:;zomlcsppfoach
hest method to make the resources speedily available to awide: ;ag‘ i th'e
referred over microfilms, as the latter, almost always in monoch:olem}cl. =
considerable level of data loss and are constrained in distribution v;l;ie :Zle :
digital images capture and retain a maximum degree of Similarity,to the ori 0’1]i
nal, which helps the reader understand the text better. They are also more ci-
ily duplicable, convertible, and distributable. (See plate 6.)
Moreover, the remote archives lack stable electric power, thus the use of a

scanner, photocopier, Or any other devices requiring stable power are not fea-
o not have sufficient

sible. Even if there is electricity, most available scanners d
ional poti lea, and the alternative of a feed-

¢ books. Besides, such equipment is dif-
re easy to transport and use with

width to accommodate a tradit
sheet scanner is not suitable for fragil

ficult to transport, while digital cameras a
computers and rechargcablc batteries. The digital SLRs we used chus far also
d clear raw images of compact data, for archi-

produce simultaneously crisp an
are easily distributnble. The raw images

val purposes, and jpeg images, which
can be easily converted into tiff images of v
Photography is carried out mostly outdoor
ral light. Transparent plastic covers and curtains
lf)use strong sunlight and protect che texts from sudder
oards are used as backgrounds to hold the texts and a
coths for balancing color. As it is difficult to find copy sta"

arious Sizes.

s in the shade with good nacu-
are sometimes ased to dif-
1 rain or wind. Wooden
re covered with gray

Js with suffieient
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< i - m abo
otograph texts lying .facc up from above, we pho-
crait of a person. The texts rest

ke a por
v . books as one would ta ol .
tographed the amera is tilted on the tripod to

O yoal | C
ins dCﬂ lO( d, al d tll(,
on ‘\l“a“ })] ns on tll( wO ; ;
a }) “”‘”Ll nglCL- ’[h( pins arc lCl()Lat(,d ﬂ(.LOldlng to tl’lC Wld‘ h Of the l

and as many leaves as fit on the camera’s picture fm'.“.c are pl;‘CCd on th.e board

imultancously. In later projects, & color card to facilitate color correction was

added on the board. Since our work in Dramets¢ (.dg ramed rise) in 2007, mea-

suring tape has been placed horizontally and verthll}’ to capture the physical

dime;lsions of the books during digitization in various places.

the shutter is released with an external shutter trig-

The focus and frames are set each
ra is moved for changing card or battery. To get sharp images,
d set the focus before taking the shots. As dis-
heness of the picture seen through the view-
differ slightly, so it is important
nalizing the setting. Such

horizontal arm length to ph

Once the camera is set,
ger in order to avoid pressure on the camera.
time the came
it is often useful to zoom in an
cussed above, the frame and brig
finder, on the LCD and on a computer screen
to check the images on a computer screen before fi
practical experience, gained heuristically from trial an
training in the control of camera settings and photographic skills.

The photography since the project in Drametse and Ogyen Choling (o
rgyan chos gling) was mostly undertaken by a group of dedicated and talented
staffled bya chief proficient in the Tibetan Buddhist textual tradition, digital
photography, and computing. The staffs consist of learned individuals, conver-
sant with the texts and familiar with digital photography. They take the pic-
tures, check the images, make final copies, and create the list and catalogue.

Local monks or lay priests were hired as assistants to help set up the sta-

d error, was as useful as

ticzin, mox(/ie, unwilapfa?d v:'irap the enormous bundles of texts, put the pagesin
order, and turn the folios i i
B el
documentation. Employing them fnsures than S
: : : at members of the host commu-
nity gain basic knowledge of digital data and their use. Many of th i
tar};s later joined the team as full-time staff. . e
iy ;isgil:;[teotzzi ;a]u:: glv]:ln to the equipment, problems with the cameras
i twemVl;& (;.. We ’had. one serious incident while working
o ted}; .v’ellours drive ﬁ'on} Thimphu, the nearest place
et :1:1‘1 support: One of the cameras displayed a mys-
i s€ : t(j take pictures when the shutter was released.
ke were fuzzy, dark, out of focus. : is
era had to be sent to the Canon service ¢ ; Ochis and distoned] L
to identify the cause of this mql‘f e Bangkolwhihi v T
shutter frame, and three othc‘. 'UllCt.lOn bue replaced the entire mirror box,
Finterior parts. [t most likely succumbed to
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the severe trial it was goin

g through, one tha ¢
expected. gh, hat Canon engineers may not have

Anoth'er technical problem occurred when one of the hard dri d
malfunction and show rainbow-colored lines on the images. F na Scarltc hto
problem was noticed before substantial data loss. The fgﬁl.t (]:zrudnjite' e
returne.d to the agent in Thimphu, but this put the team unc{er severc: ZZZ”
constraints. This problem of digital storage shortage was faced during mogsi

rojects as " d
P : ] we produced more data than expected, and the size of the images
increased with each new generation of cameras

Qutcomes of the Program

Since 2005, a total of forty-four archives have been digitized, including
twenty-one archives through funding from the Endangered Archives Pro-
gramme (EAPo39, EAP1os, EAP310, and EAPs70) and ten temple archives
associated with the tradition of Bhutan’s foremost saint, Pema Lingpa (1450—
1521), through a project at Cambridge University funded by the UK’s Arts
and Humanities Research Council. The projects have focused on handwrit-
ten manuscripts and printed books if they were rare and, particularly, if the
woodblocks were lost. The map provided (see plate 7) shows the coverage and
digital outcomes of the digitization.

Copies of the images, in raw and jpeg formats, have been deposited in the
National Library and Archives of Bhutan for safekeeping and shared with
archive owners when they requested copies. Copies are also retained in the
Loden Foundation, an educational charity in Bhutan, and shared with the
archive owners, Central Monastic Body, the Institute of Language and Cul-
tural Studies, and many scholarly or religious persons who approach us with
requests for copies of rare books needed for study or religious services.

A detailed catalogue based on the master template of the British Library is
being written. Some of the collections are available online through the EAP
tally preserving the books that are in precarious condi-
y available, the digitization program also helped
al preservation using digital technology. The‘
arried out a complementary project of
ible cultures of Bhutan in order to
a comprehensive understanding

website. Besides digi
tion and making them casil
enhance the awareness of cultur
Loden Foundation has since 2013 ¢
audio-visual documentation of the intang
preserve the dying cultures as well as obtain

of Bhutan’s past. it S
Most of the collections photographed are outstanding literary holdings in
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f the literary history and culture of the Himalayas in gen.
dual archives in particular. Through several discoveries and
cts that cannot be discussed here for lack of space
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[ the underlying assumptions about Bhutan’s ;.

ficance. The digital
£ conservin
casily accessible but
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dual objectives ©
of making them
understanding ©
eral and the indivi
\ts revealed by the proje
ave
nificance as a whole.

insigl
the process helped us unr
crary past and assess its sig

NS DIGITIZED

PROVENANCE OF MANUSCRIPTS DIGITIZED

Major COLLECTIO

r " COLLECTION
o Gangteng, Nephug, Thadrak, Chizhi, Dong-
DL gyt karla, Phajoding, Dodedra
W e
B Dongkarla, Drametse, Yagang, Tsakaling,
S Mendru Gonpa, Dodedra

b il S RS
Gangteng, Drametse, Tshamdra, Pagar,

Roying rgyud Dongkarla
Phurdrub Gonpa, Lama Sa-nga, Dongkarla

Dgong ‘dus

Gter mdzod Prakar

Mdzod bdun Prakar

Rdor gling chos skor Ogyen Choling

Pad dkar gsung ’bum Phajoding

Pad gling chos skor Tsakaling, Gangteng

In additi ¢
o dl(tilon hto a great number of manuscript renditions of well-known
san : :
iy .(;t e; collections, the projects have also brought to light many
n :

o t1tl es. A general analysis of the content and the provenance of the
ions also gives insight i 2

different p - ?gﬁs insight inco the religious and socioeconomic history of

arts of Bhutan and th
eex £ :
tent of the transmission of ideas and prac-

tices within Bhuta i

i nand with other parts of the Himalayan region. A glanceat
ctions of the archives also reveal el

tan claims as its unj

que national scri ed that the gy ogs yig script that Bhu-
tieth century, while the 4 = SCHpt was not so common before the twen-
umed "bru tsha script, which the Bhutanese today

consider a Tiber i
an script 2 e loe
e ; ptand are generally unable to read. was widel d for
g noncanonical manuscripts At masce
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Transformation of the Book-Viey

he Buddhist Himala

The culture of the book in Bhutan and ¢
unprecedented changes today as the tradition linais yas is witnessing
replaced by Othcl' fOl'lhats, As lnentioned the " .a I)Otl format : y

tury was perhaps one of the most drama; econd halfof ¢

bringing about far-reaching ch : 3
s otehebook g changes both in the physical production and the

With the i .
paper has regﬂlfj:c)l( tc;‘izlr:ii?al; EZZ?{;ZIZE practices, mass-producc':d industrial
Sl e np;z}t):lr, moderr'l metal nibs have sup-

R 2 typesetting has replaced xylo-
graphic blocks. In terms of format, the bound codex format has become more
popular than the traditional poti style, and along with this, books have increas-
ingly come to be seen as literary and educational tools rather than as sacred
objects with transcendent value.

The meeting of Himalayan book culture with the dominant Western tra-
dition of the book and modern printing has not been without problems and
challenges. It has led to dramatic changes in the ways people construct, orga-
nize, reproduce, access, and disseminate knowledge and information. With
books increasingly published in bound codex, some among the conservative
quarters of Bhutanese society fear that the sanctity of texts and cultural prac-
tices involving the traditional book could be lost. As most of the bound books
that the Bhutanese initially encountered were on mundane and secular topics,
ple did not associate modern books with sacred literature.
t canons are printed in the bound format, they do not
and respect as they do in the poti format. Thus,
¢ has led to a significant shift in the percep-

the Bhutanese peo
Thus, when the Buddhis
inspire the same kind of awe
the change in physical appearanc
tion of books and their transcendental and ritual use.

If the Bhutanese book culture is going through asigni
and the bound-book tr
and use of books is unfo

al technology. With [T
ountry, and Facebook

tnessing yet another

Ds and hard drives

ficant change through

. i ' adition, a fundamen-

its convergence with modernity aditio e
i roac dai

tal shift in people’s attitude, approach, | g

the convergence of Bhutan’s cultural world with digit

a3 : 3 c
facilities reaching even the most remote parts of the

and WeChat gripping its people, the book culture is'wiC
new chapter. Like bound books, digital books stored in
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anctity, and also cannot perform the
inspire an even Jower sense of s Y, =

as traditional books in rituals and ceremﬁmes. ok, :

Digital technology has transformed the way w gBh ze and seck knOWl_
edge today. In nearly a decade of efforts to prcsi:.rk:/e Shutancse archiyeq
have rcproduccd some forty-four libraries, which now P :

digital copies, I I ‘ : | .
few pockct—sized external hard drives. Ancient scriptures available op, 4 i

: j A © 2 mouse instil a ver different percepti
mering screen at the click of a m : b y e p . eioat]
illuminated tomes in a rustic temple. Digitization certainly

approach than
Pr it allows unprccedented access to collectiong

has its advantages. For instance, " :
located in the remotest corners of the country and provides unprecedengeg

case of access for codicological, historical, philological, and bibliographic yse.
Besides access, the digital copies are also highly portable, convertible, ang
adaptable according to the needs of one’s study. The digital zoom facility,
which allows easy magnification of small print, is but one advantage of digita|
copies over the original books.

However, the full ramifications of this transition from solid po#i to mallea-
ble pixels of digital data are yet to be seen. Digitization is certainly bringing
changes to the cultural system of thinking. Although with traditional books
we do not face much of the common issues of copyright violations, plagiarism,
and so forth, the Bhutanese book culture is confronted by other cultural prob-
lems, such as the loss of sacred instrumentality and uncontrolled access to eso-
teric teachings mentioned above.

Despite these problems, the Bhutanese literary world on the whole is enam-
ored by digital technology and ready to embrace its advantages. This is visi-
ble in lay priests carrying tablets containing texts for their rituals and village
elders using WeChat for community connections. It may not be too farfetched
to imagine hard drives adorning the temple shelves and being paraded across
valleys, DV Ds replacing the scrolls filling prayer wheels, and micro SD cards
containinghundreds of sacred texts being worn as amulets. Indeed, if the book
culcure takes such a turn, digital books would take on a special ritual func-
tion. Yet it is also quite possible that the non-literary functions of the Bhuta-
nese book will be largely lost. At this critical juncture, it may be worth asking

whether or not the book will survive and be of expedient use in its traditional
potiformar, and what major changes will reshape the Bhutanese view of books.
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“Generations of scholars honor one whose work will influence many generations

to come.”
—KURTIS R. SCHAEFFER, Frances Myers Ball Professor of Religion and
chair of the Department of Religious Studies, University of Virginia

“Keyed to Kapstein’s wide-ranging and deeply informed writings on Indian and
Tibetan Buddhism, the pieces collected here form a brilliant constellation of
contemporary perspectives on the history, philosophy, and practice of Bud-
dhism in South and Inner Asia. They illuminate both high-relief issues—such as
debates about the nature of the self and the meaning of Buddhist ‘wisdom’—and
vital but lesser-known topics in areas like Tibetan art history, the evolution of
spiritual lineages, and tantric theory and practice. The reader who delves into
this book emerges with a profound appreciation for Matthew Kapstein, whose
matchless contributions to the field have inspired so many scholars to such
excellence.”

—ROGER JACKSON, John W. Nason Professor of Asian Studies
and Religion, emeritus, Carleton College

“This fine volume, filled with gems of scholarship and imagination to engross
and reward readers, students, and scholars alike, is a fitting tribute to one of the
brightest leading lights of contemporary Buddhology and Tibetology.”

—JANET GYATSO, Hershey Professor of Buddhist Studies,
Harvard Divinity School

“Reasons and Lives in Buddhist Traditions reflects the towering position Matthew Kap-
stein has claimed in the fields of Buddhist and Tibetan studies. The collection
records a snapshot of the most important contemporary research on the intel-
lectual traditions of India, Tibet, and the wider Himalayan region.”

—ANDREW QUINTMAN, associate professor of religion, Wesleyan University

“Reasons and Lives in Buddhist Traditions is a celebration of the life and achievements
by a star of Tibetan studies in our generation. It is a true gift to all scholars in
the field.”

—YAEL BENTOR, professor emerita, the Hebrew University of Jerusalem
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