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onE The turbulent world today is in great need of spiritual
healing. Notwithstanding the advanced material developments, the
whole wGrld is submerging in to whirlpool ofdcorruption,
disaster and adverse calamities. Social evils such as violence,

aggresion, bribery, smuggling, drug trafficking aremaking this
S&MS&ric predicament WOrse than ever.We are amidst the age of
five deteriorations; human minds are growing morecorrupt and
evil through the influence ofivehement passions for material
gain. Sin and evil go unabated in most part of the world wiping
Out spiritual serenity. Dharma through which millions have en

lightened is now in a very critical state.pob sns t aT
Since the law ofKarmicnretribution and reward

inevitable and certain, the dire consequences ofnon-virtuouS
&cts have ripened and continue to haunt the World. Everywhere,
people are afflicted with trials and tribulations,is poverty and
pain, woes and worries. A11 these are wrought by the uriwholesome
sins and evils that we have committed iout of desire, hatred and

igno ance to satiate the sensual cravings of Our non-existent
self.The cyclones of Bangla Desh,the famines of Africa, the

Gutbreak of the brutal war in the Gulf,othe agonising AIDS insthe
west and ali such mishaps are the apparentisignsofIhumanity's
vanishing merit for from merits alone prosperity arises as it is
said in the Lalitvistara Sutra : a9utV moaslort DrLo0

The merits give joyousuresul tsa and dispesuffering.
A person with merits can also accomplish his wishes.

Among the disasters,the destruction ofoprecious human livés in
war is the gravest that We humansvas Superior animals
deliberately comnit. Isvit not a heinous Crime and acgeat
blunder to kill thousands wilfully when an incidentalcmurderis a

crime that has to be expiated with severe punishments ?IThis must
be stopped for ever and a superbiremedy for thisotholocaustvis
shown by the compassionate Buddha, our lord,teachen and isaviour:

As We are told, the conpassionate Buddha waS oncetatnsthe
banksof river Rohini where the troops of the Shakyasandvithe
Koliya clans lay bound to clash in awar after their dispute lover
the distribution of the water of river Rohini. Buddha while
surveying the world with compassion saw this maneovurefor the
destruction of many precious human lives and thus intervened in
their massacre, asking " Human blood or water ;which one of them
is more precious ?" The monarchs ashamed of their short-sighted
folly, disarmed and confessed beforethe w compassionate lord.
Buddha then taught them a sermon onithe evils and demerits lofra
war. The legacy of Buddhac" Hatred cannot be overcome by hatred,
but by love alone "and Laasrio d batitanad ad taun tnaLtnoa

Scorn not those who scorn you,ntns oe L pnid ad
Abuse not those who abLISe you, .lsaono
Revile not those who revile you,O taisa arl e2Ielb
Hurt not those who hurt you "t-were never needed so tbadly

we need today in our age when the world is hovering over bsthe
brink of nuclear catastrophe, moral annihilation krands spiritual�
bankruptey aanhybLE smt to akeylans

In addition to the belligerent tendenc ies of corrupt human
minds, the heretical conceptions of killing and fighting in the
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name of religion add fuelto the fire. At such times, we need to
l ook back into history to find and rejoice at how Buddhism has

contri buted to world peace by obviating violent conflicts. Emper
Ashoka, for instance, was a war-monger before he embraced

Buddhism, but became one of the greatest righteous rulers
earth later. From this we can infer that the sole source of peaCe
and harmony is the sacred Dharma, but unfortunately the Sunof
Dharma has reached the western hOrizon ready to set. The respon
sibility of maintaining a radiant Dharmic sun rests on the shoul
ders of each one of us individually than to a huge community
order. How do we uphold it ? As Vasubandhu puts it :"The sacred Dharma of the lord are two :aY9e37229

Ihat of the doctrinal and ethical1NOmaaerTdD
They are to be upheld and expounded,

LdasivstkThey are both to be practised. "
Dharma is of two types : the first doctrinal Dharma which are the
scriptures and the spoken words, and the later ethical Dharma
being the practical form of the doctrines. It is through learn ing
and erudition in the Buddhist corpora, we uphold the doctrinal
Dharma and through sincere practice and meditatiorn ofthese
doctines uphold the ethical or the practical Dharma. In

brief Dharma for us to propagate is whatthe compassionate
Buddha proclained in this verse :

"Not committing any sins:
Doing wholesome virtues; atianpnkiDisciplining on� 's mind fully,
These are the Buddha's teachings.

0f allthe ranges of profound and vast teachings, the exquisite
Buddhist trait of love and Compassion toall the beings,

irrespective of human or non-hLuman is very much in demarnd today

Buddha's Compassiori and regardfor all Sentient beings excel

otherareligious concepts of animals being Created as humanity's

servant and food, thus employing themfor tor turous duties and

eventuallyending in the slaughter house. Today, even among

humarssthere is dearth of love and affection. It is time that We

striveto show the world the need for altruism, provethrough

valid reasonings as Shantideva states in his Bodhisattvacharva

avatara :bbLtdoa"I must dispel others sufferings,

bBecause they are suffering, like my suffering.

I mUst benefit others, bcfd0snL DnzleE973saesniSNt

batde Because they are sentient, like my body.

that whatever sufferingsmust be dispelled by

1ike one's own suffering. The sufferings of othersHere he says are

also sufferings,therefore must be dispelled by oneself. Whateveroneself,

sentient must be benefitted by neself, 1ike ones own body.

0ther beings are also sentients therefore, must be benefitted byis

Unlike the ancient world, the people in our times areoneself. more

shrewd and aStute, less god-fearing and faithful. No religions
but the

superstition, hallucinationand blindfaith
based

teachings of lord Buddha alne can withstand the test

rational
analysis of our times. Buddha himself declared to his

and the



" Ye monks or the wise,
Like ssaying gold by burning, cutting and polishing
Must perfectly analyse my words,
Then accept them, but not simply by faith.

Let us take the first of the four noble truths. Is it not obvious
that our existence, within and without, are all enmeshed in the
fetters of sufferings ? Similaly, with the unique theorY of
dependent-origination, have not the scientific experiments praved
it as relativity ? This ratioral aspect made Buddhism

outstanding religious phil osophy, ideal inspiration for
mankind for more than 2500 years.

Brothers and sisters, in this strife-stricken WOrld when
the grip of evil is tightening, Buddhism seems to be the Sole
source of solace and sanity. We must make a solemn pledge to keep
the Dharma in ful1 bloom as a consoationto the nescient world

plunged in the ocean of self-created miseries. Lastly, the hope
for man is only in man and to keep the flame of Dharma ablaze is
the greatest contribution we as Buddhists can make to Word Peace.
Our convention is a g� art leap towards this end.

apt May the teachings of Buddh� prevail on this earth till

eternity.
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